RESPONSIVE READING

Here is a piece of narrative which should be read Responsively,
following the footsteps of the writer and enjoy the sheer beauty of
expression.

You can even enjoy reciting such passages to others.

THE DECISIVE HOUR
AT WATERLOO
JUNE 18,1815
FATE is prone to reserve her smiles for the mighty, and for those
who do great deeds. She will remain faithful for years to one man,
will be the devoted slave of a Caesar, an Alexander, or a Napoleon;
she has a liking for primitive natures, akin to
herself-incomprehensible, unfathomable.
Yet, occasionally, at very rare intervals, she sets her cap at some
inconspicuous, portal, placing in his hands threads of doom, the
clumsy weaving'of which may change the course of history. The
poor fellows on whom D-estiny thus bestows her favours are
alarined rather than delimited; they are overwhelmed by the torrent
of responsibility which sweeps them into the mighty river of world
happenings. For the mostgctrt, therefore, they allow the threads to
slip from their tremulous fingers. Seldom indeed do events prove so
cogent that even the weakling is carried upward to soaring heights.
The great moment passes swiftly, and he who fails to grasp his
opportunity will never be vouchsafed another.